RHE 306 Q: Rhetoric and Composition                                                                                                      Mariela Hristova

Definition Argument: Topic Proposal

YOUR NAME: ________________________________
1. What will be the topic of your definition argument? Explain.


2. Write a first-pass definition claim that your paper will support. The claim must identify a choice of item, a category and at least two or three preliminary criteria. The claim may be an inclusion claim or an exclusion claim, as follows: 
· The item X is included in category Y because it meets all/some of the criteria A, B, C . . . 
or 
· The item X is excluded from category Y because it does not meet all/some of the criteria A, B, C . . . 

3. Describe an audience that would find your claim interesting or controversial. The audience may be a special-interest group, a non-profit organization, a company, people with the same hobby, etc. Why would they care about your claim? 

4. List some items that are obvious members of the category, some that are non-members, and some borderline cases. 


Warning: Be sure that your claim is definitional and not evaluative. Evaluative claims have value terms such as good, bad, effective, ineffective, successful, or great. Definition claims sometimes have truth terms such as real, genuine, authentic, inauthentic. 

Evaluative Claim: SUVs are not good cars. (They are worse than sports cars.) 

Definition Claim: SUVs are not genuine cars. (They are really trucks.)

