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1. Who is the intended audience of the article? Are you part of this audience?

American citizens particularly voters and even more so democratic voters. So is Brian Boyko talking to people who already agree with him? Why would he need to persuade them anything, if they are already going to vote democratic?
Yes and no.

2. Why does this text deserve to be analyzed? What makes it interesting, provocative, or controversial? 

It’s about the elections which affect all citizens and non-citizens in the US. 

The author of the article reflects his opinions on how to win the elections in the US. The article expresses the opinion of a Democratic voter which is a minority in Texas. Also the author is stating that anyone who disagrees with him is ignorant and fearful, so it stirs emotion.

Wow, that sounds almost like name-calling. What do you think is the rhetorical effect of somebody insulting their audience?
3. What is the overall message of the article? Please summarize in a sentence or two. What type of an argument is it – existence, definition, evaluation, causal, or proposal?

It’s a combination of causal and proposal. If you do not want Bush as President for another four years then you should vote for Kerry. If you do not then we will be in a state of fear for another four years.

Nice identification of claim types!


4. In your judgment, is the article convincing to its intended audience or not?

Convincing, especially for voters who haven’t decided yet.

Hi, group,
You have a great start here. The next thing to do would be to start thinking exactly what makes the article convincing (what strategies) for its intended audience. Much of your argument will be based on who you think the audience is – maybe you need to think about the audience a bit more: whose opinion is the article likely to affect? Is there enough in the article to sway a republican voter or does it have just enough in it to maybe sway undecided voters who are open to suggestions? Looking at what values Brian Boyko appeals to might help you decipher who he is trying to persuade.

-Mariela

