RHE 306 - Hristova


Health & Safety: Topic Proposal
1. What will be the topic of your definition argument? Explain.

I will be researching the Los Alamos Laboratories and defending that it is a research facility and not strictly a weapons research facility. 


2. Write a first-pass definition thesis that your paper will support. The claim must identify a choice of (1) a specific case, (2) a category and (3) at least two or three preliminary criteria.

Los Alamos Laboratories is a research facility, there are many scientists studying varying parts of science, and the Los Alamos is not strictly a weapons research facility. Weapons production and research is only a small portion of activities that Los Alamos focuses on.


3. Describe an audience that would find your claim interesting or controversial. Why would they care about your claim? 

The students and faculty of UT will be interested since UT has expressed an interest in a bid for Los Alamos, as well as several other universities and corporations that have also expressed a bid and also deciding whether or not to bid. These people would care since the contract for Los Alamos will expire soon and these groups will be able to bid. And they would care whether we tried to get the contract because Los Alamos produces materials used in nuclear weapons and was he original site where nuclear power, particularly in the form of an atomic bomb was developed.


4. List some items that are obvious members of the category, some that are non-members, and some borderline cases. 

Members: UT, Applied Research Labs, MIT Lincoln Labs, IBM Labs

Non-Members: not too sure at the moment, should look online, probably military research labs

Borderline: maybe Southwest Research Labs, some military facilities on university campuses

Kevin,

You have a very interesting and controversial topic that can make for an excellent definitional argument. It will require substantial research, but it has been covered in the media lately. Good luck!

