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Being a Small Fish in the Ocean

Cyprus, home of roughly 1 million people, is a small island in the middle of the 
Mediterranean Sea and has a long, adventurous history. Due to the island’s strategic position, Cyprus has seen many invader empires, each of which caused a significant change in the structure of the population. The instability ended up with two major communities; Turkish Cypriots, which I’m also a member of, and Greek Cypriots. The Republic of Cyprus established in 1960, after gaining the independence from the British Colony Government, was the first time that Cypriots got the chance to rule themselves.
Unfortunately, the republic physically collapsed only after 3 years with the beginning of the civil war. The currently controversial Turkish military action that occurred in 1974 which aimed to save the Turkish Cypriots and reestablish the initial government structure was a milestone shaping the rest of the island’s history. The Turkish side announced that the action of Turkish Army is a “physical act” of the right given to England, Greece and Turkey by the treaties of Zurich and London, the founder treaties of Republic of Cyprus, which in turn they have guaranteed to keep the Republic of Cyprus independent and its government working. But failing to gain the international support caused UN to declare the existence of Turkish Troops in Cyprus as an invasion and the new government of Turkish Cypriots as illegal. Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (T.R.N.C.), the current home of 150 thousand Turkish Cypriots and some 50 thousand Turkish settlers who were allowed to come to the island in early 1990s is still unrecognized.
The second milestone was the application of Greek Cypriot Governors for the European Union (EU) membership under the title of Republic of Cyprus which was supposed to represent both Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The Republic of Cyprus joined the EU in May 2004 theoretically including but physically excluding the Turkish Cypriots. The EU membership of the Republic of Cyprus may sound simple but in fact, has a deep impact on many countries and international organizations including us, Turkey, Greece and EU to name a few. 
Now, the island is divided into two as Republic of Cyprus and Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. The recognized government is the Republic of Cyprus which was supposed to represent the two communities but actually, is totally under the control of Greek Cypriots. So an EU member Republic of Cyprus means Turkish Cypriots who have the rights of EU citizens but reside in even an unrecognized state. The biggest question mark that the islanders now have on their minds is the future of the divided island within the EU.

“The EU is a [huge] family of democratic European countries, committed to working together for peace and prosperity” as described in the official web site of the EU (The EU at a Glance). “The aim of the European Union is double: to preserve and support this diversity and to help make it accessible to others” (Activities).  The current population of the EU with 25 member countries is estimated to be 500 million. The EU means freedom in almost every aspect of life. EU residents are free to travel without needing passports; study in any university, work wherever they want and moreover, reside in any of the member states (What Does). This long list of “freedoms” provides an important advantage for any member state but also brings a lot of controversial side effects which are discussed in detail within the communities. In the case of Cyprus, the situation is different than any other countries. Sharing the general worries of other people of other member states, we, Cypriots, also have our own unique worries mostly shaped by the past events in the last 45 years. 

The surveys made in formerly candidate but currently member states have shown that even the idea of the EU membership causes a controversy within the community which sometimes can be very deep. In fact; the average support for the EU in candidate countries is usually about 60%. The table below shows results of an official survey carried out last year in 10 new members of the EU as well Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey that has applied for membership. Note that Croatia, another applicant country, is not included.

Figure 01 (Gallup 18)
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Figure 02 (Gallup 19)
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The polls carried out this year also show, more or less, similar results. The second important point shaping people’s will to join the EU is trust. The results below are also taken from the official web site of the EU. Note that only 62% of people in Cyprus totally trust in the EU; nothing can better show the controversy of the EU membership within Cypriots.
Figure 03 (European 52)
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Figure 04 (Gallup 5)
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The results show that every single country experiences a period of discussion before joining the EU. This disagreement in the community can be deep enough to cause a “polarization” which almost happened in the case of Cyprus. The benefits of being an EU member and disadvantages are heavily discussed for quite a long time. The discussion took place at rather different perspectives since the island is divided physically and most of the time the advantages of one community turned out to be the disadvantage of the other.  

Besides the apparent physical alterations, becoming an EU member changes, or at least needs to change a lot of things both in terms of mentality of the government and that of the people. EU is currently using a single currency, Euro, which enables easier trade between the member states. Although accepting Euro and giving up from your own national currency is not mandatory, majority of the member states use Euro since it is stable, valuable and trustworthy. The “freedoms” which are simply the building blocks of the union, provide the EU residents with great deal of opportunities. Extending your professional horizons to the EU level gives you more job and better career opportunities but makes getting employed more competitive as well. Being able to study in any European country and being accepted as a home student is a great advantage when it is considered that most of the people in the world even don’t have the chance to get a college education. The EU requires the member states to meet some standards at all times. These can be briefly listed as; stable democracy guaranteeing the rule of law and human rights, protection of minorities, functioning market economy and civil service capable of applying these EU requirements. Once you joined the union, the EU provides you with the financial assistance to help you to fulfill and keep these standards. The legislations and actions against pollution of any kind are also a great advantage for the EU residents in today’s world. 

All these changes that a country must do and keep sound really nice. So you may wonder why people even hesitate about being an EU citizen. The answer changes from country to country and even from community to community. Some small countries within the union, the category that also includes Cyprus, hesitate that they will be cared and considered when the EU council and parliament are to make decisions. A constant fear of being ignored is present in these small members whose main source is the number of votes and members in council and parliament respectively which are based on the population of each country (What Does). 
This particular worry may sound realistic but the case has never happened due to the highly developed sense of democracy and equality within the EU where every single decision is tried to be taken in a total consensus.
However, in Cyprus, the situation is quite more sophisticated.  In addition to the ones listed above, many other effects will come out for Cypriots. As mentioned, some of the benefits of Greek Cypriots are disadvantages of Turkish Cypriots and vice versa.  The effects of the EU on Cyprus can be categorized into two as the ones that may show up especially in the continuation of the division and may show up in both divided and united Cyprus. 

The continuation of the current situation where the Geek side both holds an EU membership and the recognized government title simply spells disaster for Turkish Cypriots. Despite the “so-called” Turkish Nationalists saying “better being unrecognized but being with Turkey”, a Greek economy developing within the EU will gradually erase even the single trace of Turkish Community on the island.  It is historically proven that the communities who failed to have a strong, competitive and stable economy couldn’t exist. The Turkish economy is already very far from having these criteria. Being very weak and solely dependent on the financial assistance given by Turkey, it is obvious that the current situation can not be kept forever (World Factbook).
The national aim of both sides is to get the control of the whole island. This can be concluded from the actions both sides carried out for decades. A more prosperous Greek Economy will eventually cause an increase in the number of Turkish Cypriots who work in the Greek side, mostly as unqualified workers. So as Greek Community gradually gets more and more powerful in every aspect, but especially in economy, this will eventually result in gaining the whole control of island. 
Besides; the Turkish Cypriots who wish to take advantage of the EU opportunities have to get the ID and passport of the Republic of Cyprus. This has already caused a disturbance within the Turkish Community and the ones trying to save their individual rights stolen by the Greek Government even accused of being unpatriotic. When the sanctions the Turkish Government currently experiencing are considered, it is easy to see that Turkish side doesn’t meet the EU standards. So, when the very first effects of the EU membership and the continuation of the division of the island are considered, the next 20 years don’t promise a positive future for Turkish Cypriots.

A referendum took place in Cyprus in April 2004, where we voted for the reunification of the island under the title of ‘United Cyprus Republic’ based on the solution plan prepared by Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the United Nations (Annan Plan). The mere aim was to have a unified, single Cyprus in the EU and eliminate the vast side effects and problems that the divided Cyprus would create. Turkish Cypriots said “yes” in the referendum by 65% where Greek side rejected by 75%. The referendum functioned in double ways for Turkish Cypriots. It was for the EU membership as well. The 65% percent of support represents the Turkish Cypriots who approved both the Annan Plan and the EU membership of Cyprus since it was guaranteed that either the Republic of Cyprus or the United Cyprus Republic would join the EU in May 2004. Also note that no referendum where Cypriots voted for only the EU membership took place in island. Cyprus is the only new member where a referendum wasn’t held.
75% of Greek and 35% of Turkish Cypriots said ‘no’ due to some specific worries. The nationalists completely refuse a possible reunification with the other side now and ever where other people mostly said ‘no’ because of certain reasons. Since Turkish Cypriot population is only 200 thousand, being and integrated part of a huge family like the EU simply sounded horrible. Turkish Cypriot economy or industry can not compete with the EU “giants” at any extent. In fact, Turkish side hardly has industry or economy as result of being unrecognized and experiencing sanctions from the rest of the world. But these worries considering economical issues are ‘absurd’ in the existence of the financial aid policy of the EU to the underdeveloped member states. Some thought that such a small community simply looses its own culture while trying to become a part of this huge family. But the definition changes whether you classify “cultural exchange” as a “loss” of your own culture or as “enrichment”.  Having a bigger population and a quite developed economy, Greek Cypriots don’t share the worries of Turkish side at full extend. We don’t have enough data or detailed poll results to scientifically prove these worries since hardly any are conducted in the Turkish side. The most recent poll about the EU and Cyprus Problem in Cyprus has been conducted over the Web but the results can be misleading since the people voted are completely arbitrary and may not represent the real public opinion. It’s more likely that mostly teenagers and the people of upper income level voted in the survey. But it can be seen that Cypriots do have some worries about the future within the EU (E-Voices 8, 9, 10).
Most of the Turkish Cypriots agree with the idea that becoming an EU member will enhance the Turkish economy as the EU provides financial help to underdeveloped members. This is a highly controversial issue, as most of the time an opposing opinion rises saying ‘well-developed economies’ of the EU give no chance to weaker ones to survive. This can be proven by examining and matching the “GDP” list of the European countries and the percentages of the EU support from those countries. The only trend existing is the “absence of a specific trend” (Map & Graph: Europe: Economy).  But it is also obvious that no single country has deteriorated in economy after joining the EU. 

When the quality of the democracy of a particular country is considered, the survey results conducted in other former candidate states also suggest that higher support for the EU comes from the countries where the quality of democracy and liberties has a bad reputation (Map & Graph: Europe: Democracy). It may be concluded that Cypriots will agree to join the EU believing that EU would enhance the rule of human rights and democracy since the democracy in the island is not very developed.
The EU membership of Cyprus also affects Turkey’s effort to join the EU. As the occupier of the Northern Cyprus as it is seen and accepted in the UN, or moreover in the EU, it will be most probably impossible for Turkey to join the union whilst continuing its ‘illegal’ existence in another member state, Cyprus. So although it is disputable whether the situation in Cyprus is a ‘complete’ invasion or not, Turkish troops and illegal settlers must leave the island so that Turkey eliminates the risk of facing that problem. The EU representatives have avoided blaming Turkey obviously for the Cyprus problem so far, but nevertheless, implied that solution in the island will be a booster for Turkey, whose democracy and EU candidacy is widely discussed in the EU (Turkey).
The situation has a similar effect on Greece; known as the motherland of Greek Cypriots. Since Greece joined the union long time ago, it will be really difficult for them to keep the good relations both with the old enemy but future’s EU allied, Turkey and the Greek Cypriots and Greek Governors of Republic of Cyprus, the ‘cultural extension’ of Greece in the Mediterranean Sea. Each action of Greece in favor of Turkey’s membership may cause a reaction in the opposite sense within the Greek Governors of the Republic of Cyprus (Greece).
The EU membership of Cyprus affects EU as it means that EU accepts the candidacy of Turkey, the country that invaded part of their union. This is again a main source of controversy between the Greek Cypriots and the rest of the EU. The financial aid that the EU promised for Turkish Cypriots who are citizens of the union as individuals also caused another argument between Republic of Cyprus and the EU since the EU decided to give that aid directly to the T.R.N.C. instead of via the Republic of Cyprus. Greek Cypriots say that this is unacceptable since it may mean the recognition of the ‘illegal Turkish Government’ in Cyprus. Actually, this situation is the same for all actions of the EU, aiming to give their “EU rights” back to Turkish Cypriots. It seems that the EU will experience difficulties in its Middle-East policies till the solution of the Cyprus Problem.

Besides all the effects on the EU members and candidates, the EU membership of Cyprus promises political stability and a peace for the Middle-East region in the long term, since maintaining peace is one of the main aims of the union. Note that the EU does not have its own armed forces.
When the real world is considered, it is possible to find tons of other side-effects of the EU membership of Cyprus. The ones discussed are initial, apparent and foreseeable outcomes in the case of continuation of the current situation. There may be quite different outcomes due to the continuously changing world politics. But all we can do as Cypriots is to hope the best for our country and for the world. Cyprus has experienced enough of everything but stability, peace and friendship. So the sole wish of Cypriots regardless of their community is to have a peaceful future both within the island and in the world. I believe that despite all the controversy that has been going on for the last couple of years, an EU member, united Cyprus is the most realistic way leading to that aim.
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