RHE 306 – Hristova


Trends & Culture: Topic Proposal

1. What is your topic and how does it relate to the overall theme of trends and culture?

Possible outcomes of EU membership for Cyprus.

2. What is the main controversy? Who are the participants in the debate?

There are many controversial issues about the EU membership of Cyprus. Cypriots are discussing about the common worries they have about becoming an integrated part of a huge union (note that Cyprus has a total population of about 1 million). 

The other controversy is related with the deep, “Cyprus Problem” which has remained unsolved since early 1970s. 

So the main sides can said to be Cypriots who are pleased with the idea of EU membership and the ones who oppose that opinion (including both Greek and Turkish Cypriots). The other countries who can be regarded as a side in the controversy are Turkey, Greece and other EU members, US and UN.

3. Please list all the causes/effects you intend to explore in your essay. Obviously, you might come up with other causes/effects based on your research, but it is useful to know what you have to start with.

-The effects on Cypriot Culture

-The effects on Economy

-The effects on Official Issues (justice, government, etc)

-The effects on “historical” Cyprus Problem (i.e. the effects on the rest of the world).

4. What approach will you be using? Please explain if you plan to combine approaches.

a) Looking into the past to discuss causes?

b) Looking into the future to discuss effects?

c) Constructing a chain of causes and effects?

I’ll try to narrow it as a single cause (EU membership of Cyprus) and the relation to the various effects listed above. But I may analyze some certain effects as causes for other effects (chain cause style).

5. What information will you be looking for as you start researching the topic?

Historical aspect of the topic, the reaction of the rest of the world ( i.e.  some search in the news sites), some personal experience, etc…

