It is evident that the author, Brian Boyko, focuses on the use of pathos in his paper, probably as a result of the topic. The author sets the tone of the paper at the very beginning by opening the paper with a quote. He cites Franklin Roosevelt on the topic of fear which causes people to initially agree and be confident and in the next sentence question that security by stating that we live in a world of where fear is “so powerful.” He goes on to characterize America as afraid and are being told what to be afraid of. After the first three paragraphs the author has the audience’s attention by making them curious of what is the cause of such pandemonium.

Boyko first begins to alienate his opposition, conservatives and Republicans, by implying that they are constantly in fear and that liberals are only possibly in fear like the conservatives constantly are. Also he calls Republicans are “fear-mongers” while Democrats and particularly Presidential nominee John Kerry do not instill more fear into American society. In the next paragraph he compares Pres. Bush to Sen. McCarthy which has had an immensely negative connotation attached since the end of McCarthy’s career. Boyko goes on to point out many wrong-doings of the Bush Administration and that Bush has been able to this by “abusing” support gained by a national catastrophe. By pointing out these actions Boyko generates resentment towards the Bush Administration.
The author then imitates the use of logic by noting little is known about the September 11 attacks. But only implicates that those that are Republicans ignorant, powerless, afraid, and compliant. The sentence that implies this is not actually logically true, but normally people do not consider this and take the sentence as it is implied. This is probably where he is most persuasive. He is showing his audience every reason to not vote for Bush and is now “showing” that anyone who would vote for Bush is essentially stupid. Does anyone want to be ignorant and stupid? Or more particularly called or known as ignorant and stupid? No, so of course do not do something that someone stupid and ignorant would do. Boyko makes sure that by the time the reader is finished with his article, the reader knows that only someone who is ignorant, stupid, or fear, would vote for George Bush.

“What is the solution to this problem?” is the next natural question. Boyko suggests that the Democratic campaign is based on “higher reasoning functions” while the Republican campaign is based on instincts that do not use any reasoning. So he is saying that if you have the ability to use reason and did use that reason; you would clearly see that Kerry is a superior candidate to Bush. Also if the Bush Administration is gaining support by appealing to peoples’ fears than Kerry could do the same thing to gain support and win the election. 

 So far little has been mentioned as to why this article is effective towards its audience. All the evidence last four paragraphs is pathos related. The author appeals to people’s pride and fear which are some of our more powerful emotions and drive many of our actions. The article is convincing in that it utilizes the very thing it is warning against fear. Very cleverly, Boyko causes the audience to fear the opposition by showing that the Republicans control people, possibly including the reader, through fear. He inspects the opposition harshly and cast them into a light similar to the “Big Brother” image of 1984. Who wants to be told what to do?

In politics this type of argumentation has been used for centuries and is obviously effective. But how effective? Not everyone, hardly anyone is a political scientist or knows economic theory. So how do people make decisions regarding political candidates? Many people base who they vote for off of which candidate they like more. Not necessarily which one has the platform that is most like what they want. This is especially of those who do not research what each political candidate stands for. Boyko’s article is suited extremely well for the Daily Texan. The Daily Texan’s audience is primarily UT students whom are generally considered liberal. And one of the largest groups to not vote is people between 18 and 24. Since Boyko is writing to people that do not intend to vote, but are likely to agree with him; he is writing for that exact audience with a style that is effectively used in a manner that his historically shown to be persuasive.
