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Gay Marriage Rights


The debate to allow same sex marriages in the United States continues to be a major civil matter among Americans.  Gay rights activists continue to fight conservative views that marriage should only be hold to a man and woman. People seeking same sex marriages are currently being forced to travel outside the country in order to do so. If the American government continues to disapprove of a gay American’s right to marry than we may eventually face major consequences in our society. The government is losing sight of what America should stand for, and that is the equality of rights among all Americans. 

Since the late 1960’s gay movements erupted to bring out the voice of the gay American. The Stonewall Riots in New York City sparked a revolution in the pursuit for civil rights (Boggan32).  Throughout these times homosexuals have faced persecution from the majority of America. Already, some of the attempted amendments discouraging the rights of gay people have been successfully fought. For example, On June 26, 2003 the Supreme Court eliminated the Texas state law banning gay sex as a result of the Lawrence v. Texas case and gay/civil rights advocates (Supreme). According to actionwisconsin.org, gay rights leaders in Wisconsin forced so much political pressure that it became the first state to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. In Berkeley, California gay rights advocates also went as far as persuading the city government to provide domestic partner benefits (Jost). Leaders will continue to develop as they stand for their rights. The past is bound to repeat itself and in the future it would undoubtedly get much stronger. It is only a matter of time when the government will have to succumb to what the country was founded on, equal rights for Americans. More and more people are “coming out” in society as they see that their support is needed in receiving the rights they deserve. 

Divorce in America is still a great factor in today’s society. As a result, many children are left with only one parent or even with none at all. Having a ban on gay marriage would add to the vast amount of children not having the legal right to have gay parents. It isn’t right for children to grow up without parents or to be ridiculed for not being able to have parents just because of the fact that it isn’t legal for their gay guardians to get married. Children will grow up hating the people they grow up with and may negatively affect their future.  People opposing gay marriages think that gay couples would be more inclined to have unstable relationships and are incapable of giving the “true” life a child should have. Among those who greatly oppose it are religious groups clinging to their belief that God did not mean for people of the same sex to be married. According to a survey done by The Advocate, a gay newsmagazine 59 percent thought they would get married if they could (Jost). That’s a big percentage of unhappy people that would like to have the chance of having a normal life. The government will continue to hear protests and rallies as that percentage is likely to grow as gay communities are more aware of the power of their voice. Gay couples already face the harshness of discrimination yet are also faced with their effort to live a normal life and raise a family. As other cultures have fought and some still fighting for their beliefs, gays and lesbian will also continue to fight for their equality.
Adoption is becoming one of the growing sources for gay couples to receive a child. A survey done by a leading adoption institute shows that 60 percent of the nation’s adoption agencies are now accepting applications from gay and lesbian applicants (Survey). This should give a message to the government and opposing people that the road is only getting bigger for this other half of society and there is nothing anyone can do about it. 

“Debate over parenting by gay men and lesbians has been an important element in the broader debate over same-sex marriage. Opponents of adoption by gays say children do best growing up with both a mother and father, and they contend that same-sex marriages would make it easier for gays to adopt. Supporters say gay parents, whether single or as a couple, can provide a loving home for children who otherwise would be in institutions or foster care (Survey).”
Why wouldn’t gay parents be as good as male and female parents? People just can’t face change in their lives. They are afraid of the negative affects that may happen and don’t bother considering the positive or fair factors that can come out of it. 

By looking into the many past effects as a result of the intended ban of gay marriage we can see that people are only growing stronger in their belief to have equal rights. We also see in the rates of adoptions by gays that the government should see this and think that those children should have legal parents. The gay community is moving on with or without America’s full support. With many suits currently in place and the debates in presidential elections there is bound to be a breakthrough for the subject. We will most likely see gay marriages happening a year from now. Americans will have to adapt and accept that love is equal among all human beings and should also be equalized in our nation’s law. 
Works Cited

Boggan, Carrrington E., et al. The Rights of Gay People. New York: Avon P, 1975.
“Supreme Court strikes down Texas sodomy law.” CNN. 14 October 2004 http://www.cnn.com/2003/LAW/06/26/scotus.sodomy.
Jost, Kenneth. "Gay Marriage." The CQ Researcher Online 13.30 (2003). 14 October 2004 <http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2003090500>. Document ID: cqresrre2003090500.

 “Survey: 60% of U.S. adoption agencies accept gay and lesbian applicants.” The Advocate. 14 October 2004 <http://www.advocate.com/new_news.asp?id=10316&sd=10/30/03>.
“Why the Constitutional Ban on Civil Unions and Marriage is wrong.”  Action Wisconsin 14 October 2004 <http://www.actionwisconsin.org/downloads/awef-lgbt-legal.pdf>

