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Where’s the Love?


Why must people be on a quest to find love?  It seems as if it's their number one priority to find a soul mate that they can express all their thoughts and dreams with, a significant other that can share the joys and sufferings of life, a love interest who embodies passion and lust.  It’s a strong bond that is shared between two individuals; a bond that is so intense that it is extremely improbable that anything or anyone can find enough strength and power to diminish.  It is a connection that is experienced by an assortment of people, a myriad of races, whether they are black, white, Latino, Asian, male, or female, they are all capable of loving and being loved in return.  Yet, with this knowledge and understanding, why must the law prohibit a specific group of individuals from getting married and fulfilling their love?  People who ultimately want to get married desire all family values, a committed relationship, and the anticipation of having a gratifying and faithful love life. Even though highly discriminated, gays and lesbians are human beings too that learn to love and eventually hope to get married.  Continuation of the law preventing their marriage this will only cause an increase in homophobia, riots, and a greater effort placed on gays and lesbians to get married outside the country.


First and foremost, America is a country full of history and background.  We take pride in knowing that we are one of the top leaders in the world by generating new laws, new ideals, and opening our eyes to the world.  We’ve come a long way throughout history by discriminating against foreigners, blacks, and women; yet, we overcame our differences and were able to accept them in the end.  Unfortunately, the history of American discrimination doesn’t stop there.  Fredrick J. Streets, a Baptist clergyman and an African-American, was “appalled by the homophobia of some clergy and other members of black churches” (NY Times).  It is odd that those who were once discriminated and victimized demonstrated signs of prejudice and intolerance. Strangely enough, it is also ironic that church members who were known to be forbearing and charitable are able to display and reveal so much hatred towards a specified group of human beings.  Sadly, there is a growing hatred toward homosexuals throughout the whole world as well.  In London, statistics from the Metropolitan Police indicate that hate crimes toward homosexuals have increased by more than 10% in the past year.  The “reported homophobic incidents have risen to 1,536 this year when compared with 1,365 in 2002” (BBC News).  This increase in homophobic attacks illustrates that the general public view homosexuals as minorities who have no rights or freedoms.  Restraining them from being able to marry will  only serve to prove this preposterous idea and seem to diminish whatever right they have left.


Similarly, while there are those that object to gays and lesbians being able to wed, there are also homosexuals and their advocates that are standing up against the injustice and are demanding their rights as Americans and human beings.  The First Amendment in the Constitution states that we have the freedom speech and the freedom to do whatever we choose as long as it is within the bounds of the law.  If this is true, then why must two people who love each other dearly be denied of marriage?  This inequality is wrong and those who are fighting against it are persistent and require that their demands be met.  For example, in Washington D.C., “supporters of gay marriage pleaded, demanded and sang out for equal rights hoping they will succeed in the long term but mindful of the hostile political environment they face today” (“Gay-marriage”).  With President Bush trying to alter the U.S. Constitution by outlawing gay marriages, homosexuals have an arduous journey ahead of them.  Their demands are constantly increasing even though chances are becoming slim.  The only thing that they can do is to start up riots and rallies and gather supporters to be on their side.  With this in mind, all one has to do is object until one is heard. 


Yet, with all this controversy in the states, gays and lesbians are trying to get married by ways of other countries.  In the Netherlands, being people of the same sex were able to wed without being persecuted or hated.  “The new law doesn´t just create a separate partnership arrangement for gays or the possibility of a gay marriage; it opens up of the existing civil marriage for couples of the same sex” (“Gay Marriage”).  Ever since being passed, gays and lesbians were able to find a new freedom that couldn’t be found anywhere else.  Their needs were being met and they weren’t disturbing anybody.  With the Dutch being so accepting, gays and lesbians are finding the Netherlands as a haven and a safe resort where they can rest and harbor their needs to be content and peaceful.  It is ironic that the Netherlands did this before the U.S. since it is almost always the U.S. that generally made up new laws and freedoms to discriminated groups.  Even though the U.S. has not approved of this revision, homosexuals can always wed in a different country if they are willing to put in the extra effort, money, and time.  Yet, their acceptance in the States is still an ongoing issue.


But even so, marriage is a right that is given to all people, then why not gays?  Scott Bidstrup, a man who is proud to be gay clearly states his point of view:


The values that such gay couples exhibit in their daily lives are often indistinguishable from those of their straight neighbors. They're loyal to their mates, are monogamous, devoted partners. They value and participate in family life, are committed to making their neighborhoods and communities safer and better places to live, and honor and abide by the law. Many make valuable contributions to their communities, serving on school boards, volunteering in community charities, and trying to be good citizens. In doing so, they take full advantage of their relationship to make not only their own lives better, but those of their neighbors as well.

Should these people be denied of their rights marry?   They are out schoolteachers, our friends, our bus drivers, our social workers, even our celebrities.  If they were allowed to wed, they would certainly be discouraged of having promiscuous sex.  This absolutely has the benefit of slowing the distribution of sexually transmitted diseases, which recognize no sexual orientation and are “equal opportunity destroyers”(Bidstrup).


Even with all this difficulty that homosexuals endure, their love for each other is no less than the love between two people of the opposite sex.  Love is an understanding that is so complete that one feels as if one is part of the other person, accepting the other person just the way they are and not trying to change them to something else.  Love is the source of unity.   This source is attained from marriage.  It is living proof and evidence that one can genuinely and sincerely care for each other in sickness and in health until death do they part.

Works Cited Page

Frederick J., Streets. "Gay Marriage: A Variety of Lenses." The New York 


Times 8 Mar 2004. 14 Oct 2004 


http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F05E3DA163EF93BA35750C0A9629C8B63
"Gay Marriage in the Netherlands." Radio Netherlands 2002. 12 Oct 2004 


http://www.rnw.nl/society/html/marriagesindex.html

"Gay-marriage supporters rally in D.C.." The Miami Herald 12 Oct 2004. 14 


Oct 2004 


http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/nation/9895591.htm?1c

"Homophobic crime reports increase." BBC News 24 Sep 2004. 12 Oct 2004 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/3687150.stm

Scott, Bidstrup. 13 Oct 2000. Gay Marriage: The Arguments and the Motives. 22 Oct 2004 


http://www.bidstrup.com/marriage.htm.
