RHE 306 – Hristova


Trends & Culture: Topic Proposal

1. What is your topic and how does it relate to the overall theme of trends and culture?

The topic that I would like to propose is the Robin Hood laws, which is series of laws that  was passed in Texas. Which takes a majority of a rich school districts money from property taxes, and gives it to poorer districts.

2. What is the main controversy? Who are the participants in the debate?

The main controversy that seems to linger, is many of these “rich” districts are left in the dust with revenue for school related activities.  Due to fact that the Robin Hood laws makes richer school districts give a majority of their revenue to poorer districts. Many jobs and efficient programs at many Texas public schools are cut. Many needed technology and school renovations are postponed due to low revenue. The participants in the debates are school districts, their employees,  and all people within the districts.

3. Please list all the causes/effects you intend to explore in your essay. Obviously, you might come up with other causes/effects based on your research, but it is useful to know what you have to start with. 

What are the effects when better school districts don’t have enough revenue to maintain their reputation as a higher level of education?

What are the effects of richer districts who have to cut jobs?

What are the effects of richer districts can’t provide proper facilities?

4. What approach will you be using? Please explain if you plan to combine approaches.

a) Looking into the past to discuss causes?

b) Looking into the future to discuss effects?

c) Constructing a chain of causes and effects?

I plan to use a combination of future effects for instance what happens to these richer districts when they don’t have enough revenue to sustain themselves. Also, I will look at particular causes and effects like many parents move to better districts, so their children can get a first class education. But, what happens when property taxes rise and the money is not going to their own school district. Also, how do these richer districts succeed when jobs, facilites,…etc. can not be provided.

5. What information will you be looking for as you start researching the topic?

The amount of money that goes to poorer school, what richer schools are doing to cope with the decreased revenue. How does the Robin Hood laws increase the overall scheme of Texas public schools. 

