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Causal Argument: Topic Proposal


 Student’s Name: ________________

1. For the topic you are interested in, construct a causal claim that argues one of the following possibilities: 1) how things came to be the way they are or 2) why things will be different in the future. Please write your tentative thesis statement here, trying to list as many causes/effects as possible.



2. Why is it worth arguing about this claim? Brainstorm to think of reasonable people who would argue with you on these questions: did the effect really happen, what factors really were responsible? Tell us who those people are and why they would disagree with you.



3. Tell a story about a case in which the outcome occurred. The story can be real or made-up, but try to include details about where, when, why, and to whom. Be sure it is clear whether the outcome is bad (so the story illustrates a problem) or whether the outcome is good (so the story illustrates a solution). 


