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Human history has been full of wars. War has consequences which are long term and may not just affect the region where it was fought but lands far away from it. Wars in early ages of human civilization affected mainly the region where it took place. But in today’s world countries depend a lot on each other so even a small scale war affect a lot people directly or indirectly.
American civil war changed the American society. Slavery was abolished in USA after the war. This just didn’t brought freedom to the people that were enslaved at that time but affects us also, as we are able to live freely without being enslaved to anyone. World War II led to the shift of power in the world. The dropping of nuclear bomb by USA on Japan showed its military might, and led itself to be recognized as the new power in the world.

Iraq war is the most recent war and is still going on; it started on March 19th 2003 when coalition forces which included US, Britain and Spain launched their military assault on Iraq. It would be interesting to look at the consequences of this war, since Iraq has one of the biggest oil reserves in the world and is an Islamic state. 

Saddam Hussein was the president of Iraq for more than 2 decades. War ended his tyrant regime in Iraq.  Since the major combat ended 2 months after the war started efforts to establish democracy have been made. In Jun 2004 interim Iraqi government was formed and given power from coalition forces (1) and in January this year public elections for National Assembly took place, National assembly will draft a constitution for new democratic Iraq. By the end of year Iraqi people will choose their first democratic government in well over 50 years.  This can bring in a democratic revolution in whole of Middle East; most of the countries in Middle East are not democracies. People are denied freedom which we have been enjoying for some decades now.  Seeing the freedom that Iraqi people get by adopting democracy may lead people of other Middle East countries to ask for democracy. George Bush in his recent speech said that  “We are confident that the desire for freedom, even when repressed for generations, is present in every human heart, and that desire can emerge with sudden power to change the course of history “(George Bush). Lebanon a small country in Middle East is also undergoing the democratic process.  If Iraq war can cause such a revolution then face of the world will change dramatically.

Iraq under Saddam Hussein tried to acquire weapons of mass destruction, with the intention of threatening other countries and try to force its way in the world politics. Countries like North Korea, Iran and Syria are also trying to acquire weapons not for their defenses but for the purpose of bullying weaker countries.  Iraq war comes as a message to all the countries which can disrupt the peaceful world. It would deter any country from building weapons stock pile not meant for peaceful purposes.

 Saddam Hussein was the president of Iraq for more than 2 decades. War ended his tyrant regime in Iraq. Within weeks of war coalition forces advanced to Baghdad and made Saddam flee his palace. Entry of coalition forces into Baghdad was greeted by people there with great happiness; his statue standing in one of the street of Baghdad was brought down. Saddam was captured later in Dec 2003, where he was taken in as a prisoner. 
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