Date:

May 11, 2005

From:

James Yang, Van Ho, Baldemar Hernandez Jr.

To:

Director of Student Council, Austin Police, Head of Student Organizations
Subject:
Preventing minors from alcoholic consumption

Many college students surrounding the University of Texas at Austin engage in alcoholic consumption on a weekly basis.  The predicament lies in the age of the students who obtain and drink alcohol.  There is an unfortunately large number of minors who drink, and these incidents have created much controversial and harmful consequences.   The existing policies and programs have not been efficient in controlling the problem, so we have arranged alternative solutions with which we would like to present to you.
One solution constitutes the use of wristbands, in which fraternities are required to buy if they were to serve alcohol.  Thus, students who wish to be served alcoholic beverages must wear one, or else they should be denied service.  The UTPD would be affiliated with the system, in which there will be monitors hired to make sure the wristband policy is being enforced and followed.

Our other solution consists of a volunteer group, made of UT students, who attend parties in groups, and report incidents of illegal alcoholic distribution.  These students would be volunteers of all ages who are willing to attend parties under cover.  Once reported, the UTPD or the APD will have vital information but more importantly proof of illegal incidents, and will be able to enforce authority if needed.
If you have any further questions or comments please let us know and thank you for your time.

James Yang

Van Ho

Baldemar Hernandez Jr.

Problem

Under aged drinking is continuing to be a problem in the US.  Young students who drink alcohol are more likely to experience problems such as accidental sexual activity, property damage, injury, alcohol poisoning, and other punishable offenses by law.  Also, drinking and driving is a universal problem, but is also prevalent in the lives of under aged drinkers.
Background

Although the national minimum age for drinking is 21 in America, violators of this law exist everywhere, primarily around the college campuses across the nation.  With a high density of alcoholic vendors added to the competition of these stores, students everywhere are given the opportunity to purchase alcohol almost at will.  In fact, within any given month, 63% of college students under the age of 21 report drinking in that span of 30 days.  On top of being very inexpensive (or sometimes free), alcohol to under aged students is also very obtainable, considering their many options of obtaining it.  They consume the majority of the alcohol in private settings, including dorms or private social gatherings.  Though a higher percentage of students of-age drink (74%), under aged drinkers report to drink more-drinks-per-sitting than the older students.  The process of over-drinking, sometimes called binge drinking, lead to many problems on and off campus, including assault, injury, and sometimes even death.  Recent surveys show 1/10 students report to be addicted to alcohol and constantly drink too much.  In fact, binge drinking is known to be one of the leading causes of accidents and incidents with alcohol.  About 50% of all binge drinkers admit they drive after drinking on certain occasions.  Students who drink are more likely to miss class, which inevitably means falling behind in their courses.  This may lead to bad grades, failure, and higher drop-out rates.  
The reason for the overwhelming numbers in drinking is because college offers drinking as an activity.  Many put drinking up on the importance chart as high as athletics and under academic work.  Drinking is merely a way of life for these students.  Unfortunately, many do not wait until they turn 21, and those people are drinking illegally.  
