Benefits


The most important group that will be influenced by this club is the middle school students themselves.  Hopefully the students will see new opportunities that they never knew about.  Kids will see first hand great plays, concerts, and sporting events that will hopefully inspire them to pursue their talents into college.  Assistant principal Bruce Bacia at Austin’s Mendez Middle School agrees and says, “Kids are very provincial and college field trips open them up to new opportunities.” We want each child to realize that he or she is good enough for college and that everyone can find the means to get there.  This program will have been a success if we could influence one student to excel beyond what they ever dreamed, and live a prosperous and fulfilling life.  The young students may also have problems with family, friends, or maybe just their self-esteem.  As UT mentors we will help each child find solutions to their problems, and help them lead more joyful and productive lives.

UT students will also benefit from the fine service that they will render their middle school friends.  Each student will receive training in how to help solve problems such as suicide, abuse, self-esteem, learning difficulties, and bad behavior issues.  Students will learn how to deal with these problems from an experienced social worker on campus.  Students could get worthwhile service hours for other organizations that require it.  Students would also be privileged to go on all the field trips with the young students for free.  The skills used by the UT mentors would become life skills that could be used when the students become parents themselves.  Whoever decides to be a mentor would also have to promise to practice everything they preach, no illegal drinking or drugs, and no getting into grade or behavioral trouble.  Thus UT students and middle school students would become better people simultaneously.
Our sponsors would also receive many accolades for helping local Austin youth.  They could feel a great sense of accomplishment as they see many children grow up to be productive students.  It would be their contributions that allow some of these kids to see performances that they have never before had the chance to see.  All the wonderful things we want to do for these great kids would be impossible without the helpful support of local Austin businesses.  We would not forget where all our funding came from, we would make sure to mention our sponsors’ names at every event. 

The University of Texas will also benefit from what we do.  The state will see the kind of work we do for Austin and Texas and possibly offer UT bigger grants.  What school administration could find a worthier cause than helping young people reach their true potential in school, college, and beyond?  University of Texas and Alumni funding for this club would offer the young students around Austin even greater opportunities. 

Athletes, actors, and musicians would also have the opportunity to interact with the kids as we arrange opportunities for the kids to meet these talented individuals.  We want to shower these children with opportunities that we as students did not even have.  Our goal is to make these kids feel special, because we know that they are even if some of them can’t see it yet.  Plus, if we have enough funding the field trips can include other children in the middle school who are not in the program.  We want to include as many middle school students that can possibly come.

Interview with Assistant Principal Bruce Bacia of Mendez Middle School

· Many mentoring programs are in place

· Students could use a-lot of tutoring with math

· Many kids don’t look past their present neighborhood and circumstances

· College field trips get kids to realize their opportunities they have by going to college
