Benefits

Providing solutions to underage drinking will help the prevent alcohol related accidents and fatalities.  Wrist bands being required to worn at college parties would significantly reduce the number of underage drinkers by inducing a fear of being caught by a police officer.  The wristbands would cause the underage drinker to be actively subconscious about being issued a citation as they are drinking and discourage them from drinking.  The Austin Police Department would easily detect underage drinkers by their lack of a wristband when they enter a party and provide the necessary citations.  This would allow police to waste less time searching through everybody’s driver’s license to check for their age and create more time for the police officer to stop other parties or criminal activity. The people who will be hosting the party would be responsible for providing alcohol to minors if the police were to catch underage drinkers.  This creates an incentive for the host to make sure only people of the legal drinking age are drinking alcoholic beverages because they would also get a citation for distributing alcohol to minors.  Wristbands are difficult to take off and put back on, preventing legal aged drinkers to take off their wristbands and share them underage drinkers.  This is one reason wristbands would be more effective than just marking an ‘X’ on underage drinkers.  The marker is easily washed off with water and allows underage drinkers to consume alcohol.  The wristband policy is often used at clubs and bars that have a mixture of underage customers and costumers of legal drinking age.  They often have security officers walking around the bar or club that constantly check to see if people without wristbands are drinking.  To mimic the actions of the security officers, we will use undercover students to make sure the wristbands are being enforced.  This wristband policy has been effective in the club settings and would be effective at large parties in the college area.

Increasing the penalty on Minor in Possession (MIP) tickets will reduce the number of underage drinkers by making minors scared of the consequences.  Getting a MIP is almost a joke to most teenagers because all it consists of is community service and a small fine.  It isn’t until the third offense that jail time is placed into effect.  Increasing the penalties of first time and second time offenders would make the underage drinker think about the consequences of drinking.  Penalties that include jail time or a large fine would scare them from picking up a drink. This solution would be the easiest solution to enforce because there are no strings attached.  We wouldn’t have to worry about using funds for this solution and would only need approval by the government.  The rise in fines would also produce more revenue for the government that could be used for research and development of solutions to underage drinking.

Undercover students that monitor parties would reduce underage drinking by alerting police officers when a party is violating the wrist band rules.  This would also scare underage drinkers and make them uneasy whenever they decide to drink illegally.  This constant worry of being caught will cause underage drinkers to believe that drinking isn’t worth all the penalties that may entail. These undercover students would be able to alert the police in a timely fashion and reduce the amount of alcohol consumption.  The police usually don’t come until there is a noise complaint from neighbors which is usually near the peak of the party and people have already consumed large amounts of alcohol.  A party could be raided by police by just one phone call in a matter of minutes and citations handed out.  The police would also have sufficient evidence to stop a party because of the confession made by an undercover student.  The police have no right to bust a party because of a noise complaint so they can only tell the host to keep the noise down at the front door.  It is only when they have sufficient evidence that underage drinking is going on that they can enter a party and start handing out citations.  

Conclusion

The prevention of underage drinking will decrease the number of deaths and injuries due to alcohol poisoning, drunk driving, and liver damage.  It will also reduce the number of sexual assaults and physical assaults. The solutions that have been presented would be effective in reducing the number of underage drinking.  The use of wristbands and undercover students would help police officers enforce the laws of legal drinking. The increasing penalty of MIPs and the use of wristbands will create a psychological effect on the underage drinkers to discourage them from drinking.

