Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority

2910 E. 5th Street

Austin, Texas 78702

UT Police Department 

2201 Robert Dedman Dr.

Austin, Texas 78751

To Whom It May Concern:


Drunk driving has been a huge problem in the city of Austin due to all of the nightly entertainment it has to offer downtown.  Because of this, busses have been added for the citizens of Austin so that they may have a safe journey during their nightly excursions. The busses that run this route are called the E Bus, short for Entertainment Bus. 


The UT community of Austin is suffering from the same thing Austinites were suffering from before the E Bus.  Students can not drink at parties safely because they will most likely have to be transported somewhere by the end of the night by means of car.  This is a huge problem since most parties happen in West Campus and Riverside.  So, students continually drive after drinking which leads to trouble and heartache that no one needs.

Sincerely,

Mike Buono

Mendy Black

Jessica Gallardo

Proposal Attached.

Problem


In a study done in 1999 at the University of Wisconsin, Dr. Paschall found that college students are more likely than other young adults to drink and drive. As opposed to part time students, full time student are more likely to drink and drive. How does this affect a college campus as large as the University of Texas? The University of Texas has over 51,000 students. The University of Texas Police Department estimates that over 50% of the students at UT consume alcohol regardless of their age. This creates a problem. If we have so many students that drink alcohol and college students are the most likely to drink and drive, then our campus and the surrounding Austin area are not safe.  A high threat of alcohol related accidents plagues our community. 

Why don’t the students just take a cab? The common response to this question is naturally: most college students don’t have much money and would rather not spend it on a cab when they have a car. The University Designated Drive Program thought they had this problem solved. They list a phone number on their website and a free ride home. This quickly failed when the number was used too often and students got tired of waiting for their designated driver to show up. So the UTDDP developed a new plan which created a free cab service that allows students to print out a voucher from online and turn it in UT’s expense. This also failed because there were too many rules and the vouchers were hard to find. We recently tried to find the website to print out one of these vouchers and ended our search in frustration. If this program is to work, it needs to be accessible. 

So the problem remains. How do we get our students to not drink and drive? Well we could tell them or show them lots of horrible statistics like every 15 seconds someone dies in an alcohol related car crash. We think most students know this, but they just need an alternative to drinking and driving. If there was an inexpensive way for college students to get a safe ride back to where they live or to the party they want to attend, there would be no need to drink and drive, thus destroying the problem. 
Solution


There are many solutions that the University of Texas has already attempted.  As stated above, these solutions to UT’s drinking and driving problem have not been successful. We are proposing to add a new bus line that runs from West Campus to Riverside on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings.  It would stop at all the same places as the E bus does, with the addition of two stops in North Campus. The two stops in North Campus will be on the corner of Speedway and 38th and Red River and 38th ½.  After stopping at these two stops, busses on route will then take IH-35 to Riverside to proceed with the rest of the route.  The name of this bus line is called the E Connect since it will run in correlation with the already successful bus route, the E Bus.  Busses on the E Connect route should have about 2-3 busses running at the same time during regular times.  At peak usage times, the amount of busses should increase to 4-5 busses since the route is quite large.  During regular times, busses should cross each route about every 25 minutes.  During peak usage, like any other route, about every 15 minutes at each stop should suffice.  The frequency of these stops is to ensure that students will not have to wait in an unsafe environment late at night.  It will also keep young adults from finding an alternate way home from someone who shouldn’t be driving.

In order for this program to function properly, both UT and Capital Metro must work together.  Currently, the E Bus is managed 100% by Capital Metro with no financial backing from the University.  For the E Connect, the University and Capital Metro would have to work together for a cost effective solution.  Adding a new route for these three nights would probably cost about the same as the E Bus route.  The University Designated Drive Program estimates the E Connect bus line to run about 40,000 a semester. UT can allocate funds that would have been elsewhere in drunk driving prevention programs that have not been working.  Capital Metro would have to provide the buses and the staff.  Obviously new jobs would have to be created by Capital Metro so that they can provide reliable bus drivers on the weekends.  Buses will have to be set aside for this extra route.  All this put into dollars may be quite expensive over an entire semester.  Let’s say it would cost us about 100,000 dollars a semester to do this (even though similar past programs have been less than half that).  To pay for this we can raise tuition 2 dollars a semester by each student.  UT has about 50 thousand students that attend; 2 dollars per student would not be so bad when they realize how much they will benefit from it.
Benefits

There are many benefits to this additional bus line. First of all, it’s a huge safety advantage. Instead of having to rely on friends or other types of personal transportation, students are given the option to take a safe source of public transportation. This gives UT students the incentive to rely on this service as opposed to giving into drinking and driving, a situation that is more likely to happen while driving with friends in private automobiles. With a selective range of stops and dependable rides, students will feel inclined to use the easily accessible service.  Not only are they able to safely leave to go out at night, but they are also able to return home safely without the dilemma of drunk driving or complicated situations with designated drivers. This new system could greatly reduce the amount of drunk driving incidents involving the UT community. Not only are student’s provided with this safe and reliable transportation system to and from Riverside and West Campus, but the availability of such a system will allow students the ability to travel back and forth as necessary. For instance, if one person wants to leave a party in West Campus in order to go home to an apartment in Riverside, he or she doesn’t have to wait around for their friends, but instead they are able to leave freely as they choose and can depend on this source of transportation home.


The E Connect allows for overall hassle free nights. Opting for the E Connect automatically eliminates many problems associated with personal transportation. First of all, there is no need to pick and argue over designated drivers for the night. Instead of searching for a sober driver or a random cab, they can take a safe ride home without the dangers of being alone. Another hassle to eliminate is parking. It can take forever to find parking in West Campus and sometimes your parking spot could be far from your destination. With drop off and pick up service in close proximity to different West Campus, North Campus, and Riverside locations, there is no need to wait on cabs or student drivers. And with public transportation students save more money and aren’t bothered with gas money, parking fees, or even dilemmas with parking fines and towing, a common problem resulting from the scarce amount of parking spots in West Campus.

