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Media and Gun Control in America

Throughout the United States, gun control is a very controversial issue.  Gun rights supporters and protesters have always been very passionate towards their causes.  Guns are the leading weapon in all assault and murder cases.  There are many tragic shootings across America happening what seems like right after each other.  Many shootings across America have occurred because a kid had a gun and did not understand the power that he held in his hand.  On television, in video games, in movies, in music, it is imbedded into our minds that guns are cool, in and outside of a fantasy world.  It is possible under the current legislation for anyone to purchase and own a gun with the correct documentation.  Many people use this right.  The media represents guns and criminals poorly in their productions, this brings about more crimes and shootings with the guns purchased, which makes the gun control law discussions even more heated and with point.

The media now is a very tough place to get business.  In order to sell items, it is necessary to have the most cutting edge, new show, game, movie, etc.  A lot of people like to live through a video game, since some people believe it can replace real life.  Many of these video games include making the person playing it into a gun toting person that pretty much can make them feel like god.  This can be very dangerous since they are killing people on a video game, and they feel as though they can do this in real life with the same repercussions.  In June, 2003, a teenager named David Thompson in Fayette, Alabama was brought into a police station being thought to have stolen a car.  Thompson grabbed one of the police officer’s guns, shot him, two other police officers, and then fled in a patrol car.  After he was apprehended, he said “Life is a game.  You’ve got to die sometime.” (Wong, Games First.)  The shootings that occurred here were jarringly similar to the games like Grand Theft Auto 3, and Grand Theft Auto: Vice City, a game that Thompson allegedly spent numerous hours playing.  This can go to show that it is possible that the video game caused this swing in decision-making for this young man.  He had no previous criminal record, and is now facing trial for three counts of murder.  These video games purchased are rated M, for mature, and require that the buyer of the game to be over the age of seventeen.  At the time of purchasing these games, he was under the age of seventeen.  The families of the victims are currently pressing charges against Wal-Mart since the store did not follow the rules of selling inappropriate video games to minors (Wong, Games First).  It is speculated that the video games caused him to have this mental break.  If video games did not take part in the decision to commit this murder, it is hard to tell what did.  Violent video games have no place in children’s lives, and should not be played by children under the specified age, or at all. 

The music being released today is also very controversial.  Rap music for example has taken a turn for the worse in its violent content.  Rap music in today’s world glorifies violence and drug use.  An example in the industry today is rapper “50 Cent.”  Just recently, a feud erupted between 50 Cent and a former friend of 50 Cent, “The Game,” as he is called.  The Game was formerly a member of 50 Cent’s group “G-Unit,” until 50 Cent announced the expulsion of The Game from his group.  As he was announcing this on the radio in a New York radio station, The Game arrived with his new group and proceeded to have a firefight with 50 Cent and his clique.  One of the members of The Game’s group had a gunshot wound (Cohen, Billboard).  This is just one publicized issue of gang and rap violence going on in the world today.  There are hundreds of gangs around America with horrible violence going on daily.  While the rap music cannot be necessarily responsible for the outbreaks in gang violence, they do play a part.  It is unrealistic to say that so many young people do not find rap artists to be their role models.  Young people, who do join gangs, have no role model except those which are singing the music that they listen to daily.  Many underprivileged children see these rap stars as people who grew up in the same slums that they did, and now they are rich and famous.  They want to follow the same path that they did.  In 50 Cent’s case, he grew up in urban New York, and supposedly has been shot nine times.  50 Cent carries a gun with him at all times, and also wears a bulletproof vest at all times.  There is no way that children should look up to a man who is constantly in danger, and who constantly threatens others lives.  Guns and violence need to disappear from rap music, and the ears of people in America, it is creating nothing but hate between people in America, and will not be corrected unless it is stopped. 

The NRA is constantly fighting for gun rights for everyone in America.  They fiercely believe that the constitutional right to bear arms is necessary for the country, and that this right needs to be protected beyond any other.  However, many people in America believe that guns are unnecessary to our society and are actually a hindrance in the society.  These people firmly that there needs to be a lot of control over guns in America.  There is a constant battle between these two groups.  To generalize, most of the people who are for gun rights are conservatives, and most of the people fighting for gun rights are liberals.  The liberals see banning guns would create a more peaceful society and make America a safer place.  Almost all assault related crimes and deaths are the work of guns being used in places they should not be.  It is necessary for the government to put an end to guns being in the wrong hands.  Without guns, purely statistically, murders would decrease ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​64.9%, if all murders with guns didn’t happen.  It is unbelievable that people are still allowed to get a concealed weapon license.  It is idiotic that America continues to legalize the ability to carry and own guns in America.  With fewer robberies, assaults, murders, and muggings, without guns America would be a much safer environment to live.  

Guns are the overall problem with violence in America.  Without guns, all violent crimes in America would be tapered a great deal.  In order to further our society, it could be necessary to eliminate gun ownership for Americans, or to at least strengthen gun control throughout the country.  Also, as far as the media being a factor in gun control, the constitutional right of freedom of speech is protecting the music and the video games, but it is necessary to put a restraint on who can and cannot buy the inappropriate music and video games.  This is not currently happening.  The ESRB (Entertainment Software Ratings Bureau) recently released a rating for the country as far as the enforcement of the video game ratings across America, and America received a D (ESRB).  This needs to improve drastically.  Also, minors are allowed to buy any music that they want.  Also, with the new ability to download music at their disposal, children can download any music that they couldn’t buy.  Music stores need to be stricter, video game stores need to be stricter in the enforcement of the ratings that were provided.  The media and entertainment industry plays a huge part in violence in America, and they should use this power to further America and the status on guns in the country.
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