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Face to Face


It all started with the discovery of the electron. This subatomic unit is the bases of all electronics. An application of this is the computer and its ability to connect to the internet. The internet has allowed many trends in our culture to start. One of the fads that have hit college students all around America is the Facebook. This is a website that is based on college students communicating online. One must have a college based email address to have full access to the website. Once someone has joined the Facebook they can post a profile, a picture, add friends, join groups, send messages, search for people and poke other people. This term “poke” is a way for someone to tell other people that you have been looking at their profile on the Facebook. The effects of the Facebook can be seen at every college campus that has registered to this website and even in the courtrooms. 

The founder of the Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg, has been sued by the ConnectU founders. Zuckerberg has allegedly, “illegally modeled his sit on ConnectU.” He formally  worked for ConnectU but “intentionally stalled progress” to work on his website Thefacebook.com (“ConnectU”).  Some times people come up with ideas that are later reproduced as the knock off version of the original. This might even happen to the Facebook in the future years to come. If Zuckerberg loses the case then he will have to pay all the money that was allegedly lost by the founders of ConnectU because of the Facebook. Also if he loses, all the rights will be given to the rightful owners. In this case the owners might do away with the website and promote their own. Then all the college students on the Facebook would be temporarily dissatisfied until they sign up to ConnectU. 

The Facebook has grown in popularity faster than its counter part, ConnectU, and it started after ConnectU. Now the Facebook serves 438 universities and ConnectU severs over 500 (Doyle). At the Facebook’s rate of growth it will eventually grow bigger than ConnectU unless the website is shut down. Last semester is heard about the website. I didn’t know much about it and didn’t know many people who where on it. This semester I heard all my friends talk about it. They even convinced me to join. When I get on the Facebook in the computer lab and people see me on it they are compelled to get on it also. It is also vice versa. When I see someone on the Facebook I am obligated to log on. Now I am on it everyday checking peoples profiles, adding new friends, and poking people. I have been on it for about a month now and have added 79 friends on it. Some people who have been on it more than I have been have more than 200 friends.  

It is very easy to meet new people on the Facebook. All one has to do is click a mouse. In the world we live in today we are busy everyday and barely have time to interact with new people. The Facebook gives us a new way to interact with a large group of people that you usually don’t see every day or not at all. This will eventually lead to less “Face to Face” communication (Trone). Sending messages to someone is not the same as talking to someone in person. In person you can see their facial expressions, body language their physique. You can tell how they are feeling at that moment and interpret other things. On the other hand when you are sending a message to someone through the Facebook you can’t tell hardly any of these qualities. But there is a picture and a profile. This can tell you a lot about the person but there is a chance that the information posted is inaccurate. 

Some people post to much personal information that can be used against them in the wrong hands. This can lead to identity theft and stalking (Dutton). On the Facebook one can post information like their home address, phone numbers, class schedule, recent photograph and email address. All of these can be exploited in the eyes of a stalker or a criminal. This is an option on the Facebook that can prevent this. A user has a choice of what information they want to display, if they want to accept a friend request and block a certain person from sending messages. The Facebook is really safe if you know how to use it correctly. 

There has been a situation of actual stalking that was reported by a sophomore at the University of Kansas, named Devon Vaughan. A man figured out her schedule on the Facebook. He also constantly sent her messages asking for more personal information (Dutton). This could have all been avoided if she took the proper precautions. Not only are women stalked and harassed but men can be also. A resident of Simkins dormitory was allegedly harassed by a female on the Facebook. She got his personal information from the Facebook and they started a personal relationship. Then shortly after the relationship ended, she began to appear at Simkins on a daily basis. The resident began to feel anxiety behind the excessive unexpected visits and tried to reiterate the breakup but she wouldn’t accept it.So the resident contacted law enforcement to put a restraining order on the alleged stalker. Now when I walk to my room everyday I see police bulletin stating “if you see this person call UTPD.”

Also the website thefacebook.com can take up a lot of time. Every time someone goes online they go to the Facebook. While there they spend time updating their profiles, adding new friends, sending messages and reading them. Even more time is spent if they have over 200 friends. A lot of people have become addicted to this new trend. It is like an illicit drug. It is used before class, after class and sometimes even during class. GPAs have known to drop a point and a half just because of the Facebook (Hurst). There are people who are first time users that can’t go a day with out checking their Facebook home page. There has been a time where there have been 3 people out of 4 in the computer lab at Simkins on the Facebook. One time someone saw me on the Facebook in the computer lab and said, “I don’t like the Facebook, it is a waste of time.”  Then seconds later I looked over and he was on it and I was added to his friend list.

The more time we spend in front of a computer screen the less time we are active. It recommended that we get our heart racing above the normal level at least 20 minutes a day and at least 3 times a week. The Facebook is not helping any if we just sit in front of the computer sending messages. This latest trend has the possibility for us to stop living a healthy life style. Being infatuated with the Facebook can lead to the rise of any trend called unhealthy America.

This is just the beginning of the addiction craze. If the Facebook services the lawsuit then there will be more features added to the website. These new features will cause people to find the Facebook even more irresistible. The founder is working on Wirehog.com, a file-sharing program that integrates with the Facebook, which would permit a user to safely share their highlighted pictures, video, music and other files with their friends (Doyle). This is similar to DC++ which is almost the same thing. If Wirehog is as popular as DC++ than it will be a big hit with students especially if they use the Facebook.

The Facebook has affected many college campuses nation wide. It is the new trend in internet communication amongst college students. It is a great way to meet people or for people to meet you. But it causes us to interact less and less face to face. This will lead to a larger virtual community on the internet. This virtual reality created by Facebook can mislead people because what is seen is not always true. Also it can put the user in danger if they don’t take proper precautions in their information that can be seen by almost anyone including stalkers. With it popularity still growing there will be more and more people signing on to the website. People will spend more time in this newly developed virtual reality that they will not know how to function in actual reality. Next time you log into a computer even if you not going to thefacebook.com think about how this machines have changed our lives in beneficial ways. But don’t forget that this same machine has the power to govern our lives if and only if we allow it. Use the electron to your advantage, don’t let it use you. As Bob Marely said, “Don’t have fear of atomic energy ‘cause no of them can stop the time.” 
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