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Underage Drinking

Problem

Under aged drinking is continuing to be a problem in the US.  The problem with students at younger ages drinking alcohol is they are more likely to experiences problems such as accidental sexual activity, property damage, injury, alcohol poisoning, and other punishable offenses by law.  Also, drinking and driving is a universal problem, but is also prevalent in the lives of under aged drinkers.
Background

Although the national minimum age for drinking is 21 in America, violators of this law exist everywhere, primarily around the college campuses across the nation.  With a high density of alcoholic vendors added to the competition of these stores, students everywhere are given the opportunity to purchase alcohol if they so choose, and many do.  In fact, within any given month, 63% of college students under the age of 21 report drinking in that span of 30 days.  On top of being very inexpensive (or sometimes free), alcohol to under aged students is also very obtainable, considering their many options of obtaining it.  They consume the majority of the alcohol in private settings, including dorms or private social gatherings.  Though a higher percentage of students of-age drink (74%), under aged drinkers report to drink more-drinks-per-sitting than the older students.  The process of over-drinking, sometimes called binge drinking, lead to many problems on and off campus, including assault, injury, and sometimes even death.  Recent surveys show 1/10 students report to be addicted to alcohol and constantly drink too much.  The reason for the overwhelming numbers in drinking is because college offers drinking as an activity.  Many put drinking up on the importance chart as high as athletics and under academic work.  Drinking is merely a way of life for these students.  
Conditions

Many students are involved in binge drinking, which is one of the leading causes of accidents and incidents with alcohol.  About 50% of all binge drinkers admit they drive after drinking on certain occasions.  Students who drink are more likely to miss class, which inevitably means falling behind in their courses.  
Solutions

Under age drinking is a big problem around college campuses nation wide and while we can not stop it entirely we can significantly reduce the amount of people who take part in this under age epidemic.  One way my group and I have chose to tackle this problem is by get fraternities to supply wrist bands only to the people who are twenty one and up  so as to know who they can serve alcohol to and who they can not sever alcohol to. We could get these wristbands from the National Ticket Company and order them online at   www.nationalticket.com/wristbands were we could buy them at 34.95 per 1000 count box. The wristbands provided by the National Ticket Company that we could buy would be made out of Tyvek, which is a very fine polyethylene fiber that makes for a very sturdy and quality material wristband. In order to get fraternities to accept this solution we could talk to the Vice President of Student Affairs James W. Vick or the Director of Greek Life and Education Betty Jeanne Wolfe Taylor and The Interfraternity Council to make it mandatory for fraternities to purchase these wristbands and make each of them responsible for distributing them to every one that goes to the fraternities parties and is not twenty one. A way the fraternities could distribute the wristbands would be that at the door the fraternity could give them out to people going in to the party who are of age or the fraternity could think up a more creative way if they liked.  
To make sure that the fraternities are enforcing the wristband plan the university could develop a program that cooperated with UTPD that had students go out to fraternity parties to see if the wristband program is being enforced or not. The fraternities would have to be told if they were getting supervised by an under cover student of course, but they would not have to be told what the student looked like. 
On top of that the program would have to make it so it was not just one student but a group of two to three so that the operations would go smoother safe and less conspicuous. In order to get the problem of invitation out of the way, the program could make the students girls who go out and do the supervising so that the students would not have a problem getting into the party.  In order to get students to actually do this we could get UTPD to write the time spent at the parties as community service so that the program could attract. Another way to recruit students would be to recruit student that are already in programs that deal with the issue of alcohol control such as The Alcohol and Drug Education Peer Educator Program or the Designated Driver Program to help out with the our undercover student program. The wristband plan and the under cover student program would not be to costly of a plan to the university as the students would be volunteering and the wristbands would have to be bought but the fraternities which at 34.95 for 1000 is not to expensive since only the students that were twenty one would get the wrist bands. The two programs just mentioned could significantly reduce the under age drinking on campus which intern could reduce all the dangers that go along with drinking as well. 

Benefits

Providing solutions to underage drinking will help the prevent alcohol related accidents and fatalities.  Wrist bands being required to worn at college parties would significantly reduce the number of underage drinkers by inducing a fear of being caught by a police officer.  The wristbands would cause the underage drinker to be actively subconscious about being issued a citation as they are drinking and discourage them from drinking.  The Austin Police Department would easily detect underage drinkers by their lack of a wristband when they enter a party and provide the necessary citations.  This would allow police to waste less time searching through everybody’s driver’s license to check for their age and create more time for the police officer to stop other parties or criminal activity. The people who will be hosting the party would be responsible for providing alcohol to minors if the police were to catch underage drinkers.  This creates an incentive for the host to make sure only people of the legal drinking age are drinking alcoholic beverages because they would also get a citation for distributing alcohol to minors.  Wristbands are difficult to take off and put back on, preventing legal aged drinkers to take off their wristbands and share them underage drinkers.  This is one reason wristbands would be more effective than just marking an ‘X’ on underage drinkers.  The marker is easily washed off with water and allows underage drinkers to consume alcohol.  The wristband policy is often used at clubs and bars that have a mixture of underage customers and costumers of legal drinking age.  They often have security officers walking around the bar or club that constantly check to see if people without wristbands are drinking.  To mimic the actions of the security officers, we will use undercover students to make sure the wristbands are being enforced.  This wristband policy has been effective in the club settings and would be effective at large parties in the college area.

Increasing the penalty on Minor in Possession (MIP) tickets will reduce the number of underage drinkers by making minors scared of the consequences.  Getting a MIP is almost a joke to most teenagers because all it consists of is community service and a small fine.  It isn’t until the third offense that jail time is placed into effect.  Increasing the penalties of first time and second time offenders would make the underage drinker think about the consequences of drinking.  Penalties that include jail time or a large fine would scare them from picking up a drink. This solution would be the easiest solution to enforce because there are no strings attached.  We wouldn’t have to worry about using funds for this solution and would only need approval by the government.  The rise in fines would also produce more revenue for the government that could be used for research and development of solutions to underage drinking.
Undercover students that monitor parties would reduce underage drinking by alerting police officers when a party is violating the wrist band rules.  This would also scare underage drinkers and make them uneasy whenever they decide to drink illegally.  This constant worry of being caught will cause underage drinkers to believe that drinking isn’t worth all the penalties that may entail. These undercover students would be able to alert the police in a timely fashion and reduce the amount of alcohol consumption.  The police usually don’t come until there is a noise complaint from neighbors which is usually near the peak of the party and people have already consumed large amounts of alcohol.  A party could be raided by police by just one phone call in a matter of minutes and citations handed out.  The police would also have sufficient evidence to stop a party because of the confession made by an undercover student.  The police have no right to bust a party because of a noise complaint so they can only tell the host to keep the noise down at the front door.  It is only when they have sufficient evidence that underage drinking is going on that they can enter a party and start handing out citations.  
Conclusion

The prevention of underage drinking will decrease the number of deaths and injuries due to alcohol poisoning, drunk driving, and liver damage.  It will also reduce the number of sexual assaults and physical assaults. The solutions that have been presented would be effective in reducing the number of underage drinking.  The use of wristbands and undercover students would help police officers enforce the laws of legal drinking. The increasing penalty of MIPs and the use of wristbands will create a psychological effect on the underage drinkers to discourage them from drinking.
