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Unjust War

In the modern world, changes in one country always affect other places.  History shows how drastically wars affect the entire world, regardless of where they occur.  The most recent war, the Iraq War, like all those preceding it, is having repercussions on the entire world.  

The American Civil War changed the world just as it did American society. Slavery was abolished in USA with the end of the war in 1865.  This resulted in freedom for blacks in the US and also ensured that people around the world could live freely without being enslaved. 

The Iraq War began on March 19, 2003 when coalition forces mainly including USA, Britain and Spain launched a military assault on Iraq, amid protests by most of the countries.  The reason given for war was that Iraq failed to be complaint with UN resolution, and is building weapons stock piles and possesses weapons of mass destruction. It would be interesting to look at some of the effects of the war, since in today’s world all countries are so closely connected and heavily depend on each other. 
The tyrant regime of Saddam Hussein, president of Iraq for more than two decades was toppled in December 2003, eight months after the onset of the Iraq War.  Major combat ended two months after the war started, and efforts to establish a democracy in Iraq have been launched. In June 2004, an interim Iraqi government was formed and given power from coalition forces and in January this year public elections for the National Assembly took place. The National Assembly will draft a constitution for a new democratic Iraq. By the end of the year, the Iraqi people will choose their first democratic government in well over 50 years. Lebanon, a small country in the Middle East, is also taking steps towards becoming a democracy. Most of the countries in the Middle East are not democracies. People are denied political freedom which people in USA have been enjoying for well over two centuries now. Seeing the freedom that Iraqi people get by adopting democracy, has inspired people in the Middle East to demand for democracy. In the last two months, pro-democracy protesters have come out on streets of Lebanon and are demanding for a democratic government, this is unprecedented in any Middle Eastern country. President George W. Bush in his recent speech  in March 2005 said that, “We are confident that the desire for freedom, even when repressed for generations, is present in every human heart, and that desire can emerge with sudden power to change the course of history “.  As a result, the Iraq war has caused a general move towards democratization of the Middle East and in turn reducing the power of dictators in the Middle East.
US forces used depleted uranium ammunition in Iraq war; this poses some serious health concerns for Iraqi people as its use has left the battle sites in Iraq contaminated with high levels of toxic and radioactive materials.  Depleted uranium is a highly dense, toxic and radioactive metal and is used for making armor piercing shells.  Although depleted uranium is stripped off of most of its radioactive components, some radioactivity still exists in it, which can cause health concern if ingested. According to the Pentagon estimates, coalition forces used about 1100-2200 tons of armor-piercing shells made of depleted uranium during attacks in Iraq in March and April 2003 (Johnson). Depleted uranium shells are toxic and leave behind radioactive dust which remain in environment and will finally enter the food chain through cultivated crops and ground water in the areas contaminated with it. After the Gulf War, there has been an increase in number of cancer cases among Iraqi people. In the year 2003, there were 4000 cases of cancer in a radiation hospital at Baghdad which increased to 7000 in 2004 (Johnson).  This is not the first time US forces have used these shells; they have been used in the Gulf War and the Kosovo Mission.  Scientific and medical studies have not established a link between DU exposure and the onset of cancers, congenital abnormalities, or serious toxic chemical effects on organs, but in a WHO report on the use of depleted uranium in Kosovo, it was suggested that a larger body of independently (i.e., non-military) funded studies should be conducted to confirm the link. (World Health Organization)  

Months before the war started, US along with UK campaigned hard to get support for military action against Iraq. The reason given for launching the war was that Iraq, under Saddam Hussein, possessed weapons of mass of destruction and had weapon stockpiles which were in violation of UN resolutions 1441 passed on Nov 8 2002. (UN resolution 1441). No concrete evidence that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction has been found to this date. During the war, forces have found mobile laboratories, trailers and other things which were suspected to be capable of manufacturing, storing or delivering weapons of mass destruction, but all such suspicions were unfounded. Finally the search was called off in January 2005 (Starr, Labott). As a result, credibility of US government is questioned by the people of US and in the international community. In the event of future perceived threats, people will be less likely to trust US government reports. 
Iraq, under Saddam Hussein, has been accused of weapons proliferation and was classified as a “rogue state by US government. When Saddam’s regime was toppled, it was predicted that it would come as a message to all other rogue states (Iran, North Korea and Syria have been classified as rogue states), and weapons proliferators that either they would stop continuing with their efforts of acquiring weapons or face some serious consequences. But it had turned out to be the other way; instead countries have realized that to avoid a fate similar to that of Iraq they must acquire nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction.  Iran, after the Iraq War has stepped up its nuclear program. Although it claims that their nuclear technology is meant for solving energy crisis, the very same technology can be used to make nuclear bombs. There is already an increasing pressure on the other Middle Eastern countries like Saudi Arabia, Syria etc to pursue their own nuclear programs. Iran’s continuation with their nuclear program could result in an arms race; Middle East is already seeing a number of conflicts like that of Israel-Palestine. An arms race there will be quite destabilizing for the whole region. 
Lives of millions have been ruined in Iraq, hundreds of coalition forces army men have died and everyday we hear of more causalities in Iraq. The very reason given for the war was found to be untrue. All other nations opposed military action against Iraq but US and UK still invaded Iraq. Such an act by US and UK is against International Law and should be considered as an act of aggression. The only good thing that has happened is that Iraq is on its way democracy. However, Iraqi people have to pay a heavy price for it. Overall it can be said that negative consequences of the war far outweigh its positive consequences. There is no way in which Iraq war can be justified.  
.
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