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Media & Information: Peer Review
As you read —

Please add comments in the margins as you read your classmates’ draft. Try to annotate when you find strengths, as well as when you find weaknesses. Phrasing your marginal comments in ways that refer to the text—not the authors, is generally the more constructive way of offering criticism. Be mindful of your classmates’ feelings, but don’t let that get in the way of offering your honest opinion. 

After reading the draft —

Please answer the questions below. They are intended to let you show how you understand the draft and how you assess its effectiveness.

From: ______________ (reviewer’s name)       To: ______________________________________ (authors’ names)
1. What is the authors’ opinion of the text they are analyzing? Please summarize the overall message and explain if you find it to be clear and explicit.
2. What do you think about the choice of evidence in the draft? Do you find the evidence to be sufficient, relevant and varied? Please explain and give suggestions for improvement.
3. What do you think about the explanations that link the evidence with the main points? Are they convincing, clear and detailed enough? 
4. If you have to suggest one thing your classmates can do to improve the draft, what would that be and why?

After answering the questions above —

Please go through your marginal comments and the answers above with the authors of the draft. Try to explain your responses in more detail, ask any questions you might have, and give your classmates a chance to explain what they wanted to express. Such a discussion can help the authors not only to understand your feedback, but also to realize the differences between what they intended to do in the draft vs. what you think the draft does.
