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What is a father?

What does it mean to be a father? To many people their father is the man that conceived them.  To me, a father is much more than that. To me, a father is defined by not only being the man that conceives you but also the man that raises you, that shows you right from wrong, the man that is their for you when you need him.  For many people this man has been absent their entire life “An estimated 24.7 million children (36.3%) live absent their biological father.” (Fathersloveletters.com) Most people know at least one person who lives absent a father; I know two I am in contact with on a daily basis. While not all of these absentee fathers are away willingly there are those that run away from there responsibility. This situation is not at all uncommon seeing as how there are 10 million signal mothers in the U.S. as of 2003. (U.S. Census Bureau) Yet while not all father run away, some of those who do stay are not exactly what I would call a father. 
So who gets the privilege to be called a father? Let’s take some criteria into account. First to be considered a father you would have to be present in the child’s life from an early or early adolescent age.  This is a requirement because it is hard for some one to have a fatherly effect on you if they took no part in shaping you as a person beyond this time in your life seeing as how “the first years of a child's life are an important stage of brain development and learning.” (Sarah Spinks) Second you would of have to provide for the child, this would include emotional support and/or financial support. The only time that the lack of financial or emotional support would be accepted would be if the father was unwillingly away.  Third in order to be considered a father you need to good morals to your child.  And last but not least to be a father your child has to know that you love them. Not think or be told, but know.  A person could tell you that they loved you all the time but it is only when you recognize the fact for your self that you know that some one really loves you.  This in most, if not all, case takes time so in effect if you are to be a true father you will have to spend a significant amount of time with your children. To better illustrate my point let’s taken for example my father who meets all the criteria of a father. My father has been there for me ever since I was a baby.  He raised me from the start. He provide me with all the financial support he could, even if it was not always enough to live in luxury, I always had a roof over my head and food on the table, and if times were tough or if I was down my father was always there to show me that it was going to be all right. Third my father was always morally supportive of me; he was always there to show me right from wrong at every turn even if it hurt! Last but not least my father never failed to tell me he loved me or show me that he loved me buy hugging me, spending time with me, or buy providing for me.  These are all criteria that show most what I think it takes to be a father. 

Now as I said before I am in daily contact with to people who have an absent father. One of them is my best friend and the other is my little niece. For our purposes I would like to focus on the father of my little niece. The biological father of my niece is some what trying to be the father of my little niece. He’s trying to be a father to my niece and is failing. I still do not consider him a father because he meets does not fit my definition of what a father is and he only partially fills one of the criteria of what I think it means to be a father. Still with all this let us take a look where he stands at being a father. The first part of the criteria says that you have to be there from the beginning. My little niece’s father decided to run away from his responsibility to be a father as soon as he heard that he was going to be one, and since then he seldom ever sees his daughter. So he can not even fill the first part of the criteria being that he has had a minuscule amount of contact with his daughter during a crucial part in my little niece’s life; between the time she was born to the time she was two. Even when he has taken the time to see his daughter it has only been for the weekend and most times he would just leave her with his mom so my little niece never even got to realize that the guy who was taking her away for the weekend was her father. Even now that my little niece is four her father only gets to see my little niece for six hours a week because he was imprisoned for I a few months. The second criteria he partially fills. He does pay child support if you call one hundred and fifteen dollars a month child support. This amount of money is barley enough to buy my little niece enough to eat for the month. He would be paying more money to pay for his car than to pay for his daughter and if you ask me a daughter is more important than a car. He also lack in providing emotional support because he is hardly ever there to even see his daughter.  If he lacks in the in the first two criteria there is almost know way he can even begin to fill the next two but we will see where he falls. The third criterion is teaching your child good morals. A person can not provide a child with good morals if they are never there and if you ask me my little nieces father has no where near the right to ever discipline my little niece, I get mad just at the very thought. For one he does not have his morals in order just yet, and two my little nice is not familiar enough with him that he could effectively discipline her. He has yet to establish the right to get mad at her! Finally my little nice does not know her father loves her. She is told by him every time she sees her father but she has yet to feel love for her father. You can tell buy the way she shies away from him when ever she sees him, you can tell buy the way you do not have to tell her twice when it is time to go, you can tell buy how she never ever brings him up, and you can tell buy the way she calls him buy his name instead of dad.  

So as you can see to be a father is much more than just giving life to another person. Being a father is taking an active role in the life of your child or the child you’ve chosen to raise. It is giving your child every thing you can from food to eat to a good lesson in hard work. It is not just giving them some where to live, but also showing them that you love them by being there when you can not when you want. If any thing my little nieces biological father is just that. I would only go as far as to call them acquaintances.  For he barley fills one part of the second criteria to be considered a father to his child and he does not fill the definition of what it means to be a father and I am doubtful he ever will.   
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